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    ROARING INTO SCHOOL

From the desk of Teacher Elizabeth
Grade 3 Social Studies
2015-2016
Assalaamu Alaikum and Welcome Back Families,

I. Course Description

This year in Social Studies, your child will be using the My World: We are Connected textbook for third grade. Students will be learning about communities and how they change, the basics of how our government was formed and what it is made of, as well as how and why we celebrate our communities. While we will be studying the following chapters and subjects, students will be completing projects and taking tests.  Students will be informed of test dates at least one week in advance.  We will spend approximately two week (450 minutes) per chapter.

II. Course Objectives
The lessons, reading skills, map skills, and graph skills in this book are designed to help students' understanding of Social Studies concepts, skills, vocabulary, their writing skills, and their critical thinking skills. Students will learn how to read an informational text, understand what headings are, learn to take notes from an information text, use critical thinking skills to answer comprehension questions, and learn how social studies lessons connects to their life.

III. Course Content
FIRST QUARTER
Materials and resources: Student book, Pearson Website (successnetplus.com)
Projects: U.S. Regions -create two maps and write about assigned U.S. region


Chapter 1: Our Communities
 Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 7.3.3.A
 Objectives: 
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding


-recall information from a text



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-understand that people create different types of communities to meet basic needs 



-understand that communities grow and change over time 



-Explain similarities and differences between communities 



-Realize different types of maps serve different purposes and have distinctive characteristics 



-Understand generalizations 
Lessons/Skills: What makes a community, Where communities are located, Three types of communities
 
Map Skills-Latitude and Longitude

Reading Skills: Generalize


Chapter 2: Our Environment
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 4.3.3.A, 4.3.3.B, 4.4.#.A, 4.4.3.B, 4.4.3.D, 4.5.3.A, 4.5.3.C
 Objectives: 
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



- understand regions are places that have similar physical and cultural characteristics 



- understand that the environment varies from place to place 



- identify cause-and effect relationships 
    Lessons/Skills: Land and Water, Weather and Climate, Using Earth's resources, Interacting with the Environment

Map Skills- Interpret Maps

Reading Skills- Cause and Effect

SECOND QUARTER
Materials and Resources: Student book, Pearson Website (successnetplus.com)
Projects: Personal Timeline- timeline about students life


  Early explorers Timeline- students will create a timeline about either Spanish French or English early explorers

Chapter 3: Communities Build a Nation
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 5.2.3.B, 5.3.3.G, 7.3.3.A 
Objectives: 
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



- identify ways that communities change over time 



-determine that conflicts arise over resources 



-discuss how our nation has been shaped by events and actions of the past 



-understand that the actions of individuals can affect history 



-understand sequence of events 
Lessons/Skills: America's first peoples, Early explorers, Early Spanish communities, Early French communities, Early 
English communities, creating a new nation

Graph Skills: Timeliness

Reading Skills: Sequence


Chapter 4: U.S. Government
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 5.1.3.A, 5.1.3.B, 5.1.3.C, 5.1.3.D, 5.1.3.E, 5.1.3.F, 5.3.3.A, 5.3.3.B,5.3.3.C, 5.3.3.D, 5.3.3.E, 5.3.3.I, 5.3.3.J, 7.3.3.A
Objectives: 
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-understand the US government was founded on democratic principles and beliefs 



-identify the three branches of government and how their power is limited 



-understand how to summarize 
Lessons/Skills: Our democracy, Branches of government, levels of government
Critical Thinking Skills: Compare viewpoints
Reading Skills: Summarize

THRID QUARTER
Materials and Resources: Student book, Pearson Website (successnetplus.com)
Projects: Dr. Adel Fergany Annual School wide Project

Chapter 5: Citizenship
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 5.1.3.E, 5.2.3B, 5.2.3.C, 5.2.3.D, 7.3.3.A
Objectives:
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-in their communities and work for the common good



-distinguish between fact and opinion
Lessons/Skills: Good citizens Good Deeds, Taking actions for our rights, Taking action for a cause
Collaborations and creativity Skills: Conflict and cooperation
Reading skills: Fact and opinion

Chapter 6: A Growing Nation
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, W.3.4, 5.3.3.G, 5.3.3.H, 7.3.3.A
Objectives:
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-technology development affects how people live 



-draw conclusions 
Lessons/Skills: New ways to travel, A new home in America, New ways to communicate, New ideas
Critical Thinking Skills: Primary and Secondary sources
Reading Skills: Draw Conclusions
FOURTH QUATER
Materials and Resources: Student book, Pearson Website (successnetplus.com)
Projects: Cultures of the World -students will research a culture. The students will create a visual model to accompany an essay about their chosen culture.

Chapter 7: Working in Our Communities
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, 
    
W.3.4, 5.2.3.A, 5.2.3.C, 5.2.3.D, 7.3.3.A
Objectives:
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-understand people have to make choices about needs and wants because recourses are 


limited 



-recognize that people trade goods and services 



-understand that people depend on each other 



-identify main idea and details 
Lessons/Skills: Meeting our needs and wants, Producers and Consumers, Exchanging goods and services, Spending and saving, many different jobs
Graph Skills: Line Graphs
Reading Skills: Main idea and Details
Chapter 8: Celebrating Our Communities
Standards: RI.3.1, RI.3.3,RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8,RI.3.9, RI.3.10;RL.3.1; RF.3.4a/b; SL.3.1b/c/d, SL.3.3; W.3.1b, 
W.3.4, 5.1.3.F, 7.3.3.A
Objectives:
-acquire and use social studies based vocabulary words



-read information from an informational text


 
-recall information from a text

 
-write information gathered from an informational text



-utilize prior knowledge to gain understanding



- make meaningful connections to personal experience 



-understand culture is the way of life of a group of people



-celebrations are a reflection of cultural heritage and tradition 



-compare and contrast information 
Lessons/Skills: People and cultures, Cultures through the arts, cultural celebrations, Our nation's diversity
Critical thinking skills: Research
Reading Skills: Compare and contrast


Stanford Testing: Monday, May 9-Friday, May 13

IV. Teaching Strategies

There are a variety of teaching strategies that can be used in the Social Studies classroom. The following is a list of methods and strategies that will be incorporated in our Social Studies classroom this year:


-Oral reading: students read aloud in either a whole group or in small groups



-collaborative group work: students must work together to complete a given project using the knowledge 


they collectively have


-Think, Pair, Share: gives all students the opportunity to respond thoughtfully to questions and engage 



with other students



-Wraparound: given a prompt, students write then share ideas looking for the common theme or 




something that surprised them from the answers



-problem-solving: students use a variety of problem solving skills to find the solution to a problem
V. General Class Information

Homework and Tests
Homework will be given after each class, including on weekends.  Because your child will be rotating chapter between Science and Social Studies, there will be very few times where your child is NOT given homework. Please help your child to study for Social Studies by encouraging them to reread the lesson/chapter between classes, reviewing vocabulary and key concepts with them, and going over skills (such as reading a map, graph, or chart) for extra practice. 

The due dates for homework and projects, as well as test dates, will be sent home on the weekly homework sheet, placed on their monthly calendar, and your child will also be required to write their homework in their planner. Additionally, homework sheets can be emailed to parents/guardians weekly.  Students will receive a study guide approximately one week before each test, which they will be required to fill out at home. We will go over the study guide and any additional questions before each test.  Each test will be graded and returned to the student, after which they will need to get it signed by a parent/guardian. 



All Social Studies homework and class work assignments are to be written in your child's Social Studies notebook with the date, page number, and answers numbered neatly.  The only change to this procedure is if the homework is a handout or Activity Book page.  If a student chooses not to complete and turn in homework on time, they will be asked to fill out a “Missing Homework Sheet” that they will then have to get signed by a parent/guardian and turn in with the late work.  If the student then chooses not to bring in the signed sheet and late work, they will stay at recess to complete it (students will be free to go after completing the work). Should a student not complete 5 homework assignments in a two week period they shall lose in class activity time to make up these assignments.
Grading
50% Tests/Large Projects
20% Class work
20% Homework
10% Participation



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support this coming school year. I look forward to teaching your child about People and Communities, and learning about their heritage as well.  Please feel free to contact me at elizabethjmatthis@yahoo.com.com with any questions, concerns, or comments.


Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Baldauf
