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    ROARING INTO SCHOOL

From the desk of Teacher Elizabeth
Grade 3 LA

2015-2016
Assalaamu Alaikum and Welcome Back Families,

This year in Language Arts, we are happy to announce that we will be using Journeys: Common Core for Grade 3.  The Journeys curriculum is completely aligned with the Common Core Standards that we teach, and covers the areas of Language Arts that are assessed during standardized testing.  Among the areas of focus are developing academic vocabulary; developing close-reading skills; and exploring connections to other academic areas, such as life science, American history, cultures, math, and media.  The Journeys curriculum includes large and small group activities, differentiated instruction based on ability (struggling, on level, advanced, and English-Language Learner), and online resources for both students and teachers.
At the end of this syllabus, you will find the units and lessons of study we will be covering this year in third grade.  These may be different from the previous years’ curriculum.
Homework and Tests
Homework will be given weekly, including on weekends.  The due dates for homework and projects will be sent home on the weekly homework sheet, and these sheets can be emailed to parents/guardians as well.  Additionally, your child will be required to write their homework in their planner daily, and to get it signed nightly by their parent/guardian. 

In Language Arts, your child will need 2 composition books. One is for a Writing Journal, in which your child will write and answer daily journal questions. The second composition book is for a Homework Notebook, in which notes will be taken in class, and homework assignments are to be done. The exception to using the Homework Notebook is if the homework is a Reader’s Notebook page (this will replace both the Practice Book and Spelling Practice Book from previous years’ curriculum), and will be indicated on their weekly homework sheet.  All assignments should include the student’s name and date, as well as assignment title (ex: Vocabulary Sentences, Spelling 3x each, etc.) and page number if applicable.  

If a student chooses not to complete and turn in homework on time, they will be asked to fill out a “Missing Homework Sheet” that they will then have to get signed by a parent/guardian and turn in with the late work.  If the student then chooses not to bring in the signed sheet and late work, they will stay at recess to complete it (students will be free to go after completing the work). Should a student not complete 5 homework assignments in a two week period they shall lose in class activity time to make up these assignments.
Weekly tests will be given on Friday, and will include spelling, vocabulary, decoding, grammar, and reading comprehension based on the weekly story.  Each test will be graded and returned to the student, after which they will need to get it signed by a parent/guardian. 
Special Assignments 
This year, we will be expanding our focus on reading comprehension with book reports and reading logs. Your child will do at least one book report per month on a book of their choice. The books must be appropriate, both in length and subject matter (ie: not using a picture book if we are on chapter books). A reading log will be filled out for any reading done during class.  In addition, students will be asked to fill out weekly reading logs as part of their homework.  The homework reading will require a signature by a parent/guardian.  Books may be borrowed from the classroom library at any time, but students will also benefit from regular trips to a local library. 

U.A.P. will also be holding our 3rd Annual School Spelling Bee just after the new year, in preparation for the Area Spelling Bee at Children’s Hospital.  Students from grades 1-6 will compete in grade-level classroom spelling bees before Winter Break, with two winners per grade.  These semifinalists will compete in the School Spelling Bee, after which one student from U.A.P. will be selected for the Area Spelling Bee.  If they perform well, this student may be invited to attend the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC.  Grade-level spelling lists will be sent home in advance.  Dates TBD.
Grading
50% Tests/Large Projects
20% Class work
20% Homework
10% Participation


CURRICULUM (each weekly Lesson also includes areas for Fluency, Decoding, Spelling, Grammar, and Writing)

Lesson 1:  How is learning at school different from learning at home?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Anchor Text:  A Fine, Fine School


Connect to the Topic:  One-Room Schoolhouses
Lesson 2:  Why are courts an important part of our government?
Target Skill:  Conclusions



Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text: The Trial of Cardigan Jones

Connect to the Topic:  You Be the Jury
Lesson 3:  Why is volunteering good for a community and its people?

Target Skill:  Understanding Characters

Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Anchor Text:  Destiny’s Gift



Connect to the Topic:  Kids Making a Difference
Lesson 4:  Why is everyone’s role on a project important?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text:  Pop’s Bridge



Connect to the Topic:  Bridges
Lesson 5:  What are the traits of a hero?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect





Target Strategy:  Visualize
Anchor Text:  Roberto Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburgh Pirates
Connect to the Topic:  Baseball Poems
Lesson 6:  What makes bats interesting and useful?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Question
Anchor Text:  Bat Loves the Night


Connect to the Topic:  A Bat is Born
Lesson 7:  How do pictures help to tell a story?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Anchor Text:  What Do Illustrators Do?


Connect to the Topic:  Jack Draws a Beanstalk
Lesson 8:  What do traditional tales tell readers about life?
Target Skill:  Conclusions




Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text:  The Harvest Birds



Connect to the Topic:  The Treasure
Lesson 9:  How is a live performance different from other kinds of entertainment?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Anchor Text:  Kamishibai Man



Connect to the Topic:  The True Story of Kamishibai
Lesson 10:  What important traits must an inventor have?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Summarize
Anchor Text:  
Young Thomas Edison


Connect to the Topic:  Moving Pictures
Lesson 11:  How do inventions help athletes?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Question
Anchor Text:  
Technology Wins the Game

Connect to the Topic:  Science for Sports Fans
Lesson 12:  Why is it important to grow food crops?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Visualize
Anchor Text:  
Tops and Bottoms


Connect to the Topic:  Goodness Grows in Gardens
Lesson 13:  Why are stories from different cultures important?

Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Anchor Text:  
Yonder Mountain:  A Cherokee Legend
Connect to the Topic:  The Trail of Tears
Lesson 14:  What are some benefits of dogs interacting with people?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Anchor Text:  
Aero and Officer Mike


Connect to the Topic:  Kids and Critters
Lesson 15:  Why are safety rules important?
Target Skill:  Understanding Characters

Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text:  
The Extra-good Sunday


Connect to the Topic:  Imagine a Recipe
Lesson 16:  Why is it important to take care of our environment?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Anchor Text:  
Judy Moody Saves the World!

Connect to the Topic:  My Smelly Pet
Lesson 17:  What can fossils tell us about the past?
Target Skill:  Conclusions



Target Strategy:  Visualize
Anchor Text:  
The Albertosaurus Mystery:  Philip Currie’s Hunt in the Badlands

Connect to the Topic:  Finding Fossils for Fun
Lesson 18:  What are some differences among types of trees?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features
Target Strategy:  Question
Anchor Text:  
A Tree is Growing

Connect to the Topic:  Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
Lesson 19:  How do members of a community help each other?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Anchor Text:  
Two Bear Cubs



Connect to the Topic:  Whose Land Is It?
Lesson 20:  What are the coldest places on Earth like?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text:  
Life on the Ice 



Connect to the Topic:  The Raven: An Inuit Myth
Lesson 21:  What was life on the prairie like for the pioneers?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Anchor Text:  
Sarah, Plain and Tall


Connect to the Topic:  Wagons of the Old West
Lesson 22:  Why do animals migrate to other places?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Visualize
Anchor Text:  
The Journey:  Stories of Migration
Connect to the Topic:  The Grasshopper and the Ant
Lesson 23:  How can people communicate over long distances?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Anchor Text:  
The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman
Connect to the Topic:  Moving the U.S. Mail
Lesson 24:  What changes do volcanoes cause?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Question
Anchor Text:  
Dog-of-the-Sea-Waves


Connect to the Topic:  The Land Volcanoes Built
Lesson 25:  Why do mountain climbers need to be well prepared?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Anchor Text:  
Mountains:  Surviving on Mt. Everest
Connect to the Topic:  The Big Cleanup
Lesson 26:  How does having a goal help people succeed?
Target Skill:  Main Idea and Details


Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Article:  The Foot Race Across America


Article:  Paca and the Beetle: A Folktale from Brazil
Lesson 27:  How would your life be different without magnets?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Article:  The Power of Magnets



Article:  Electromagnets and You
Lesson 28:  What are some benefits of being physically active?

Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion



Target Strategy:  Visualize
Article:  Becoming Anything He Wants to Be

Article:  My Blue Belt Day!

Lesson 29:  What can you learn from champions?

Target Skill:  Understanding Characters

Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Article:  A New Team of Heroes


Article:  C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N

Lesson 30:  How can children and adults learn from each other?

Target Skill:  Conclusions



Target Strategy:  Question
Article:  Saving Buster




Article:  Acting Across Generations
Stanford Testing:  Monday, May 9- Friday, May 13



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support this coming school year. I look forward to working with you and your child to help expand their wide range of Language Arts skills, including reading comprehension, fluency, writing, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar. Please feel free to contact me at elizabethjmatthis@yahoo.com.com with any questions, concerns, or comments.

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Baldauf
